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BLAIR HANEY ANNUAL MEETING 
SPEAKER
The annual meeting of Danvers Bi-Peds, Inc. was 
held on May 12 th at Endicott Park.  Election of 
Board members was conducted.  The nominating 
committee of Laura Cilley, Charles Lincicum, and 
Pete Maddocks came up with the slate of officers.  
All the officers agreed to stay on for another year 
with the exception of one director, Pat Gagnon.  
Lorraine DuPont was asked to fill that position. The 
Bi-Peds wish to express their thanks to Pat for the 
work she has done in the past for the organization, 
first as treasurer and then as a director.  Thanks go 
out also to the nominating committee.

Blair Haney, senior planner for the town of Peabody, 
spoke about the 4.6 mile rail trail which Peabody 
began construction on in March.  It was an idea 
which first came up 18 years ago.  Blair talked about 
how it will pass through Peabody, deal with street 
crossings, environmental areas, surface type, 
funding, and other issues concerning trail 
construction. He presented much helpful information 
which generated questions from the audience.  The 
Bi-Peds were very appreciative that he gave of his 
time so freely and also of his offer to help in the 
future.

A SMALL STEP FOR THE TRAIL, A BIG 
STEP FOR DANVERS
June 3rd was a night for feeling that some progress 
has been made in getting a multi-use trail on the 
Newburyport Branch rail line in Danvers.  With little 
discussion, the Selectmen voted unanimously to 
accept the MBTA lease of the rail line and directed 
town manager Wayne Marquis to sign it.  It will be 
awhile before it is all approved and signed by both 
sides but it is a big step in the right direction.  
Take a moment to thank the Selectmen for their 
support.  Go to www.danvers.govoffice.com for 
contact information.  Send them a quick e-mail or 
phone call to say thanks.
It is the hope of the Bi-Peds that the trail can be put 
into use for passive recreation while funds are 
gathered to build a trail that will be the pride of 
Danvers.

TOWN TO FORM RAil TRAIL 
COMMITTEE
After the Selectmen voted to have the MBTA lease 
signed by the town, it was decided to appoint a 
committee of 5 or so people to work on the rail trail 
project.  Two Selectmen, Mike Powers and Bill Clark, 
will be on the committee.  The remaining members 
will be chosen from the community.  It was thought 
that the committee would be formed by the end of 
August but due to a delay on the part of the MBTA in 
signing the lease, this may be delayed.  It may not 

EXTRA JUNE MEETING
After the progress made by the Selectmen on June 
3rd, the Bi-Peds added one more meeting on June 
9th before taking the summer off.  Selectmen Bill 
Clark came to share his thoughts on the proposed 
rail trail and what the next steps might be for the 
town.  The Bi-Peds appreciated the fact that he took 
time out of his busy schedule to attend the meeting.  
Mr. Clark attended the very first Bi-Peds meeting on 
March 28, 2002 when many had no idea it would 
take so long to move forward.  

PRELIMINARY DESIGN FUNDING FOR 
BORDER TO BOSTON TRAIL DELAYED
In late July it was learned that the Ma. division of the 
Federal Highway Administration has denied FFY 
2008 funding for the preliminary design of the 8 
community B2B trail.  On June 26, it was learned 
that the Boston MPO approved the funds but on July 
11 the FHWA denied the earmark for the B2B and 
the Assabet River Trail.  All 8 communities were 
urged to send letters to state and federal 
representatives to request that funding be restored. 
During the July  8th Selectmen’s meeting, they 
unanimously agreed to sent the letter. 
The lack of these funds will not stop the trail but may 
slow completion.  

http://www.danvers.govoffice.com
http://www.danvers.govoffice.com


BI-PEDS PARTICIPATE IN FAMILY 
FESTIVAL 
Endicott Park Day, June 21st, always a popular 
Family Festival event, was blessed with perfect 
weather and a large number of families.  Once again 
the Danvers Bi-Peds had a display at the event. For 
the second year in a row, the Bi-Peds was chosen to 
receive 75 bicycle helmets from the Mass Highway 
Safety Division. !For a couple hours the Bi-Peds 
Volunteers were kept busy measuring the heads of 
eager children until the helmets were all given away. !
Any children who missed out on a free helmet 
should contact the Danvers Police or Fire 
Department to see if they have any helmets from the 
same program left to distribute.!

The parents were all given instructions on how to 
properly fit the helmet to their child and information 
to share with them on the 
importance of wearing helmets. !It 
is the hope of the Bi-Peds that the 
children grow up learning to wear 
their helmets properly fitted and 
securely buckled while biking, 
roller blading, and skate boarding. !
They also appreciate having 
been selected once again by!the Mass Highway 
Safety Division for the helmet give away program.

Thanks go to Audrey Michaud who was riding by and 
stopped to help set up.  Larry Tormey and Tom Barry 
were kept busy measuring the heads of children who 
stood in line waiting for their free bike helmet.  Matt 
Duggan, Laura Cilley, and Ingrid Barry also helped 
by keeping the helmet stocked and answering the 
many questions about when the trail will be 
complete.  

The Bi-Peds also had an information table set up 
during the Road Race on June 27th and the Ice 
Cream Scoop-Ahhh bowl on June 28th.  Matt 
Duggan was the main organizer of these tables 
helped by Diane Langlais and Lew Hathaway.   
(Apologies go to anyone who helped that did not get 
mentioned.)

DID YOUR VACATION TAKE YOU TO 
ANY RAIL TRAILS?
Do you have a rail trail story you would like to share 
either in the newsletter or at one of the monthly 
meetings?  Contact Ingrid Barry at 
ibarry@danversbipeds.org or call 978–774–8159.  
Bring your photos on CD’s or DVD to a Bi-Peds 
meeting.   It is always fun to dream about what a 
finished trail in Danvers will be like and sometimes 
the photos may show things to avoid in planning the 
trail for Danvers.

MONTHLY MEETINGS RESUME
The first meeting of the season for the Bi-Peds 
Board will be September 8th at 7:00 pm in the 
Carriage House at Endicott Park.  The meetings will 
follow monthly on the second Monday of the month 
except for Oct. 6th and Nov. 3rd to avoid holidays on 
the second Monday.  

All are encouraged to attend the monthly meetings.  
Anyone who has a suggestion for a meeting topic is 
asked to contact Ingrid Barry at 
ibarry@danversbipeds.org or call 978–774–8159.

SELECTMAN DAN BENNETT TO SPEAK 
AT SEPTEMBER BI-PEDS MEETING
Whether money comes from Transportation 
Enhancement Funds under the FHWA, from a series 
of small grants, or what ever the source, rail trails 
take a commitment on the part of the community to 
get built.  That commitment may mean anything from 
volunteers helping with actual construction to 
volunteers running seemingly endless fund raisers.

Selectman Bennett has been active in Danvers on 
many fronts and has experience in community fund 
raising.  He will share some of his ideas during the 
September 8th meeting starting at 7:00 pm at 
Endicott Park.  Show your commitment to a rail trail 
for Danvers by attending.  Learn how you can help.

Endicott Park Day Helmet Give Away
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HAVE YOU CHECKED THE CONDITION OF 
YOUR SIDEWALK LATELY?
IS IT CLEAR FOR 5’ ACROSS AND 8’ UP?
IF NOT, IT’S TIME TO GET OUT THE GARDEN 
TOOLS.


